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Since the dawn of time, Syria has been a crossroads of civilisations. It was here that the Assyrian, Sumerian, Phoenician,
Babylonian, Egyptian, Greek and Roman empires and cultures met, leaving behind a land full of fascinating culture and history.

 

Itinerary

Day 1  Arrive in Damascus
Upon arrival at Damascus Airport you are met and transferred to your hotel.  The remainder of the day is at leisure.

Day 2  Damascus - Krak des Chevalier - Aleppo
Today starts with a drive through the Al Qalamoun Mountains to Maloula which is considered one of Syria’s most picturesque
villages and is one of only three places in the world where Aramaic, the language spoken by Christ, is still used.  The word
Maaloula means entrance in Aramaic.  Continue on to Krak des Chevalier to visit one of the most famous medieval citadels in
the world.  It was built to control the so-called Homs Gap, the gateway to Syria.  It was through this passage that Syria
communicated with the Mediterranean.  [B]

Day 3  Aleppo
Ever since the 3rd millennium BC, Aleppo has been a flourishing city, with a unique strategic position on key trade routes.  This
position gave the city a distinctive role from the days of the Akkadian and Amorite kingdoms until modern times. Over the
centuries, Aleppo has been invaded by the Hittites, Egyptians, Assyrians, Persians, Greeks and Romans.  This morning’s tour
includes a visit to the citadel and the Grand Mosque, as well as a walk around the lively bazaar.  In the afternoon visit the ruins
of the St Simeon Monastery.  [B]

Day 4  Aleppo - Palmyra
This morning you visit the ancient town of Ebla, then drive along the Orontes Valley to Hama which is home to numerous
decorative wooden waterwheels.  Then you travel into the heart of the Syrian desert to Palmyra.  During Roman times Palmyra
was a beautiful, important  and luxurious city.  This continued until the reign of Queen Zenobia in the 3rd century BC.  She
initially worked with the Romans then turned against them and conquered an area stretching as far as Egypt.  The Romans took
their revenge and recaptured the city and the queen met an untimely end!  [B]

Day 5  Palmyra - Damascus
Today’s sightseeing of Palmyra includes the magnificent Roman ruins, including the Temple of Bel, Colonnade Street, the
theatre, the agora (marketplace), the tetrapylon and the Valley of the Tombs.  In the late afternoon you arrive back in
Damascus.  [B]

Day 6  Damascus
Damascus, the capital of Syria, has occupied a position of importance in the fields of science, culture, politics, art, commerce,
and industry from the earliest times.  Nowadays, Damascus is a living museum spanning thousands of years.  Your tour
includes both the old and new of this thought-provoking city and ends with a drive to Qasioun Mountain for a stunning view of
the city and the surrounding area.  [B]

Day 7  Damascus 
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Today you have the day at leisure to relax or further explore Damascus and visit the lively bazaar for some last-minute
shopping.  There is also the opportunity to take an optional tour to Bosra, another of Syria’s ancient crossroads cities.  [B]

Day 8  Depart Damascus
Your tour ends with your transfer to Damascus Airport.  [B]

 

Inclusions

7 nights’ accommodation in good quality hotels (3 - 4 star)
7 breakfasts
All ground transportation in a private air-conditioned vehicle
English-speaking local guides
All sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary

Prices are based on twin-share accommodation with a minimum of 2 people. Seasonal surcharges apply.

 

Dates & Prices

No dates available for this tour at present. Please call us on 1300 664 170 or check back on the website for future tour dates.

 

Currency

The Syrian pound, locally referred to as the lira, is the official  currency. Generally speaking, banks are the best places to
exchange  money, but there are also plenty of ATMs popping up, especially in  Damascus and Aleppo. It's often a hassle (and
sometimes impossible) to  charge purchases to a credit card - getting cash advances from an ATM  using a credit or bank card
is probably the most convenient option.

Disclaimer

Prices shown are per person based on twin-share. Prices and itineraries are correct at time of downloading from the website but
are subject to change. Taxes and fuel surcharges change regularly so levies shown as a guide only. For full terms and
conditions please visit our website or call 1300 664 170 for details.
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